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General Wu, The time came when Dr. Sun Yat Sen was 
driven out of Canton and forced to take refuge on his 
gunboats. That was because General Chen Chiung-Ming, 
commander of the South China military forces, turned on 
Sun Yat Sen when the latter's differences with Wu were 
approaching a crisis. Disinterested and informed observers 
in this country of Chinese affairs say that General Chen's 
attack on Sun Yat Sen was not due to treachery, but to 
patriotic devotion to China. He had become convinced, 
these observers think, that Sun Yat Sen had erred in ally- 
ing himself with Chang and in opposition to Wu. More- 
over, these observers say that, as the code operates in 
China, Chen was free to do as he pleased. He had given 
Sun Yat Sen as much as he had gained and was under no 
obligation to do other than follow his judgment and 
conscience. 

THE OUTCOME 

In any event, as this is written it appears that the results 
of General Wu's operations of the last few months are 
these: He has humbled and driven into retirement the 
aggressive and unscrupulous war lord of the North, General 
Chang; he has forced into seclusion the leader of the South 
China Republic, Dr. Sun Yat Sen; he has acquired vast 
power in Peking, seat of the recognized Chinese Govern- 
ment, and, through his apparent working agreement with 
General Chen, he has substantially as much power in 
Canton, seat of the Southern rebel government. In sum, 
he seems from this side of the Pacific Ocean to be the most 
potent, if not the actually dominant, figure throughout 
China. 

And that is a fact greeted with rejoicing in many circles. 
The rejoicing may be turned to disappointment and sorrow, 
as happens so often in Chinese affairs. But there is wide- 
spread hope and good cheer at this time. 

CHINA'S NEEDS 

The theory prevalent in many circles of American opinion 
concerned with China is that a unified and stable govern- 
ment must be set up, and that the powers of the military 
chieftains and of the aggressive provincial governors, so 
often suspected of being in the pay of or controlled by un- 
scrupulous foreign interests, must be eliminated or rendered 
negligible. If this can be accomplished there will be greater 
opportunity than in many years past for the enlightened 
opinion of China to effectuate itself along the paths which 
will lead to restoration of China's position as a self-sustain- 
ing, sovereign nation. There is little doubt that the domi- 
nant opinion in some of the nations of the Western world 
and a growing opinion in others of these nations is anxious 
to lend its support to China for the attainment of this end. 

And of course the almost universal opinion of statesmen 
is that China must help herself in this way before the most 
beneficent designs of her friends and other nations can bear 
full fruition. At the Washington Conference the insidious 
argument used by those who were not in full sympathy with 
plans to restore China to her full rights was that China was 
incapable of enjoying them, in safety to her own many mil- 
lions and in safety to legitimate interests of the other peo- 
ples of the world. That note in the Conference accounts for 
the guardedness of some of the provisions made for the 
relief of China. It served to deter, in some measure, even 
the most ardent of China's friends at the Conference. 



INSIDE GERMANY 

The murder of Dr. Walter Rathenau, the German Foreign 
Minister, on June 24, and the attack on Maximillian Harden 
a few days later, directed attention again to the internal 
social and political conditions of Germany. For so many 
months has the world been thinking of Germany as an 
important and somewhat mysterious international factor 
that very little thought had been given to what was going 
on inside. 

The cold-blooded assassination of Dr. Rathenau, generally 
accounted the ablest man in Chancellor Wirth's Cabinet, 
immediately set the world thinking about Royalist plots. 
Reports appeared in the press of Germany of schemes said 
to have been under way for numerous terroristic acts to 
be performed on. the day Rathenau died. Evidently, sup- 
porters of the Republican government of Germany took all 
such reports most seriously; for the government prepared 
for grave eventualities, and the masses of the workers 
supporting the government rallied in enormous meetings 
intended to impress and intimidate plotters, as well as to 
voice their grief and indignation at Rathenau's death. 

UNNOTICED NEWS 

Two articles dealing with Germany appeared in the 
American press some days before the Rathenau assassina- 
tion, which seem to possess a new significance now. So 
far removed were they from the usual German news dealing 
with reparations, international loans, relations with Russia, 
and so on, that slight attention was given them when they 
were printed; but it is possible they told of things that go 
far toward explaining such dangers to Republican Germany 
as appeared in the murder of Dr. Rathenau. 

One of these articles was in the New York Times of June 
18, six days before Rathenau was shot. In part, the article 
follows : 

reactionaries*;efforts 

German reactionaries are making a serious effort to 
utilize the movies for the purpose of carrying on their mon- 
archist propaganda, according to the charges made in the 
Socialist and Democratic German papers in connection 
with the rows over the spectacular historical film, "Fred- 
ericus Rex," a picture glorifying Prussian militarism as 
exemplified in the life of Frederick the Great. As told by 
cable, the picture has drawn big crowds and resulted in 
violent clashes between young Junkers and Communist 
and Socialist youths. 

Charges by Die Freiheit, the Independent Socialist organ, 
that regular army troops were allowed to collaborate with 
ex-members of the notorious Rossbach Volunteers, a band 
of ex-soldiers that helped ravage the Baltic States and stir 
up trouble in Upper Silesia and in the Ruhr following the 
armistice, have not been denied by the Ministry of Defense. 
In its issue of May 29, Die Freiheit says that the success of 
"Fredericus Rex" appears to have inspired the Junkers 
with high hopes, and it notes the advance announcement of 
a film called "The Victorious Armies of Germany and 
Austria and the Armies of Our Enemies, Part I," featuring 
such scenes as "With an Artillery Aviation Detachment 
During the Great Spring Offensive, 1917," "Behind the 
Front in Volhynia." "With the Field Balloonists," etc. 
After remarking that the movies constitute a powerful 
medium for influencing the masses in favor of the ruling 
class, Die Freiheit refers to a German magazine called Die 
Menschheit, and continues : 

WORK OF CAPITALISTS 

"There we learn that the well-known film enterprise 'The 
German Photo Company, E. B.,' which has the job of 'mak- 



272 



ADVOCATE OF PEACE 



July 



ing propaganda for German culture systematically at homo 
and abroad through moving and stationary pictures upon 
a national and generally useful basis,' is being backed by 
the following big capitalists and agriculturists: Gontard, 
Cuno, Stresemann, Hugenberg, Eosicke, Sahm, Luther, and 
Stinnes. What this crowd is doing toward stirring up inter- 
national animosities becomes clear when we look at some 
of the titles of the scenes presented in the weekly reviews. 
These include 'Polish Insurgents Shooting Down German 
Farmers,' 'The Big Four at Work,' 'Red Agitators Gouging 
Out the Eyes of Regular German Troops' and 'Fresh Acts 
of Violence by the Entente: Germany Wrecking Her Last 
Proud Battleship on Orders from Paris.' We think it is 
high time for Socialist and Republican circles to line up 
against this militarist incitement of the unsuspecting 
masses of the people." 

The film company attacked by Die Freiheit was organized 
in 1916 with the support of many leading German indus- 
trialists and, according to statements made at a general 
meeting held in Essen last April by its director, Herr 
Coboken, now has some 600 films at its disposal for "na- 
tional economic propaganda work." Its output at home and 
abroad during the last four years was given as more than 
5,000,000 meters of film, and the director said its products 
were going to all parts of the world. This "Deutsche Licht- 
bild-Gesellschaft" employs 350 persons, and its new plants 
can turn out about 8,000,000 meters of film a year. The 
Kolnische Zeitung quotes its business manager, ex-Captain 
Widemann, to the effect that a good film would gradually 
do away with the prejudice against Germany developed by 
the World War. 

ANOTHER SORT OF PICTURE 

Some while before, the Baltimore Sun printed an article 
written by "an Englishman living in Germany," which, 
perhaps, throws light upon the conditions that gave the 
Royalists and other plotters what they believed to be oppor- 
tunities. This article shows a social and economic state 
in Germany that inevitably must harass the Wirth Govern- 
ment and must encourage all that very considerable num- 
ber of Junkers who seek the re-establishment of the 
Kaiser's system, and, as some believe, the return of one of 
the Kaiser's family to the throne. 

In part, the article stated : 

INDIVIDUAL VIEWS 

"No one knows what is going to happen, and I should 
be a fool if I attempted to prophesy." (Prominent banker.) 

"Nothing can help Germany, either internally or abroad, 
until the Treaty of Versailles has been torn up." (Conserva- 
tive.) 

"I am living on my capital, and when that is done I shall 
blow my brains out." (Retired merchant, who had an 
equivalent capital of $500,000 before the war, now worth 
about $8,000.) 

"We can offer you the goods you want, but we cannot give 
you a fixed price, nor can we guarantee delivery on dates 
stated." (Extract from business letter.) 

"My factory is running overtime, but I am losing money. 
The costs of manufacture vary too much. If the mark 
goes up relative to the dollar, I am ruined." (Manufacturer 
with regular delivery contracts.) 

"My mother has 3,000 marks a month. Of this 700 marks 
are pension, the remainder is capital." (Statement by hos- 
pital nurse.) 

"Everything goes, but something has got to change." 
(Statement by head waiter.) 

"Before the war my wife could take a large market 
basket to market and buy what she wanted with a small 
purse. Today she takes the money in the market basket 
and has to have a larger purse to bring back what she is 
able to purchase with it." 

Such are the opinions which I have taken at random 
from my conversation with various classes of the German 
people over a period lasting two years, during which I have 
mixed with all kinds of people from Ludendorf down to the 
fireman on a tug. 



The real truth about this country, so far as I can see it, 
and I have known the country for 30 years, is that nobody 
knows in the least what they are doing, what they are going 
to do, or how they are going to get out of the mess in which 
they are. 

In the same article there is a discussion of fiscal condi- 
tions in Germany which is arresting. Generally, in this 
country, the theory has been that the sooner Germany suc- 
ceeded in deflating its currency and restoring something like 
its normal purchasing power, the sooner she would be on 
the way to dependable financial well-being. But the writer 
of the article finds many business men in Germany who fear 
above all things increased purchasing power of the mark. 



WHERE LIE EVILS AND HOPES FOR 
THE MASSES 

In an address before the National Conference of Social 
Work in Providence, R. I., in the latter part of June, Owen 
R. Lovejoy, general secretary of the National Child Labor 
Committee, embodied a review and a forecast in a discussion 
of social standards for industry. Mr. Lovejoy succeeded 
in putting into a few crisp paragraphs a number of highly 
important facts. 

In part, he said : 

Ten years ago a Committee on Standards of Living and 
Labor presented to the National Conference of Social Work 
a series of recommendations as an outline of social stand- 
ards for industry — a group of standards under which it was 
believed a nation might hope to live and prosper without 
imposing injustice or sapping the vitality of any of her 
children. 

DEMANDS OF A DECADE AGO 

We called upon the people to guarantee, either by the laws 
of the various States or, if necessary, by Federal act, a mini- 
mum wage that should secure a living to all industrial 
workers, and specifically defined a living wage. 

We demanded the adoption of an 8-hour day and 6-day 
week for all workers and the prohibition of night work to 
all minors. 

We demanded minimum standards of safety and health, 
including the prohibition of the manufacturing of poisonous 
articles dangerous to the life of the worker, wherever harm- 
less substitutes were possible. 

We demanded the right to a home free from extortionate 
taxation and from the invasion of industrial manufacture, 
a home for every family. 

We demanded the prohibition from wage-earning occupa- 
tions of all children under 16 years of age, a reasonable 
regulation of conditions of employment of women, and social 
care of the unemployable. 

Finally, we demanded some effective system of compensa- 
tion for industrial accidents, involuntary unemployment, dis- 
ease, sickness, invalidity, and old age. 

Let us not forget that we have just passed through the 
most significant and dramatic decade in our history, if not, 
indeed, in this history of human life. The forces at work 
have been both integrating and disintegrating. 

EFFECT OF THE WORLD WAR 

The world has passed through its stupendous test of trial 
of battle. An irreparable sacrifice of human life has been 
laid on the altar of the ancient God of War by the ruthless 
hand of imperial ambition. National boundaries have been 
wiped out and drawn anew. Empires that were deemed 
invulnerable have been shattered, and from their fragments 
new States have been born. But as yet there is no guar- 
antee that the world cannot again be fooled into an even 



